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Tezaurul Deltéi,.Dunarii

Tn circa 10.000.dé an, luyil Dun3rea (2850 kn) aformatla varsareain
Marea Neagré o delts cu suprafata de 5 800 de km” (circa 829% In Romania,
restul in Ucraina) - un mozaic de brate, canale, lacur, ghioluri, grindur,
insule, intinderi nesfarsite de stufaris si paduri subtropicale.

Ceamai bine conservat delts din Eurapa si una dintre zonele cu cea mai

I Ita Dunarii este parte a

Mondial UNESCO sirezervatie a biosferei

Initial, pe locul sau actual se afla un imens golf al Mérii Negre. Aluviunile.
‘acumulate printr-un proces indelungat, favorizat de faptul a fluxul si
refluxul au separat

Chila,cel mai nordic bratal Dunari cu lungimes de 111 kilometr,
poarta spre mare 60% din debitul totalalfluviulu i 58% din aluviun, de mai

sij in dreptul localitati

secundard. Mult timp principala cale de navigatie din Delt, braul Chilia a
fost folosi din ce in ce mai putin dup3 regulrizarea i canalzarea,incepand

de pe taluzuri, e smocuri de rdadiriiadventive, ca niste birbi, i caii
salbaticiti sunt cele mai emblematice imagini ale Padurii Letea.

n Delt mai exista incé o padure cu aspect subtropical, Caraorman,
dezvoltata in centrul grindului cu acelasi nume, pe un teren nisipos de
origine maring, care n unele locuri a dat nastere la dune de pani la nous
metr inaltime. Este formata, in special, din stejari, care ajung in
1a 30 de metri, ramurile lor viguroase facand o umbrd atat de deass, incat
localnicii au botezat-o Pédurea Neagra. Aicia fost identificat cel mai mare
stejar din Delta Dunarii, cu varsta de 400 de ani s circumferinta de patru
metr. Este numit Stejarul ingenunchiat, datorita ramurilor sale care s-au
intins pe pamant.

estloc

al Deltei
Dundri. Situarea sa la Jumacatea R ) Ecuator la
confluenta mai multo
plantelor (2994 de ovon, Sl ocupi circa zoo 000 de hectare din 5upvafau

lului al XiX-lea, a brafului Sulina,situat mai la suc. Tijele luiinalte, cu frunze taioase,
Culungimea de aproximativ 70 de kilometri, Sulina transporta circa analel  iar rizomii ui se i ada plame
189% din volumul de ap3 al Dunirii s se varsa n mare in orasul cu acelasi acvatice, tesand pl: un preti
nume, despr nescrise f insecolele lafelsisteps dunel slci i plopi, pi
VIVl LHr, dar date certe exista din perioada bizantina. Sulina a devenit la peduncular in d
1 XiX-lea unul di le mai importante p frunze

Durare, dupd stabllea ic a Comisie Europene a Dunil cae garanta.
circulatia liberé a navelor spre Marea Neagra. Fostul sediu al comisiel, cele
trei fauri s alte cateva cladiri sunt marturi ale epoc deglonesovasul X

plutitoare, precum iarba broastei, plutica, nuferii albi si galbeni.
Una dintre cele mai mari zone umede din lume, Delta Dunarii este
paradis al pasarilor de apd. Situatd pe traseul a nu mai putin de cincirute

[€ Sulina, i
nationalitati si din sase culte religioase, aminteste de,s o (Jean
Bart) care era acest loc odinioar.

Sfantu Gheorghe, cel mai vechi i cel mai sudic dintre cele trei brate ale
Dunérii, avea 108 kilometri, inainte de sectionarea unor meandre. Astazi cu
circa 40 de kilometri mai mic, este folosit mai ales pentru transportul fluvial
de interes local.La varsarea bragului Sfantu Gheorghe in mare, pe partea
dreapts, s-a formatinsula Sacalin, un inceput de delta secundara. De cealalta
parte a bratului, pe malul marii, se intinde o plaja lata, cu nisip fin, care, in
ciuda popularitatidin ultimii ani, pastreaza farmecul unu loc salbatic. In
noptile fara lund, licuricii de mare care imbrac3 tarmul la Sfantu Gheorghe
ofera un spectacol unic.

Delta Dundrii s 3 transfor fata eise
modifica permanent, apa, un extraordinar arhitect, adund sedimente
sau musca din nisip, modeland peisajul. 45% din suprafata deltei se afla
permanent sub apa, jumatate este acoperita temporar (ma ales primavara),

din Europa, Asia si Africa si beneficiind de factori
limaici favorabil s diverstatea condigilorde viats, Delta ofers adpost
pentru 365 de specii de pésa, ceea ce reprezintd aproximativ 81% din
avifauna Romaniei si 50% din speciile de pasari din Europa. Multe migra-
toare vin aici ca s cuibareasc, unele se opresc ca s i refac forfele pentru
continuarea unei calitorii de mii de kilometriiar atele, precum fundacii
polari, furtunarii, lebedele de iarni si multe specil din neamul pescarusilor
ierneaza prin baltile Deltei. Pe malurile Complexului lagunar Razim pot fi
Vazute toamna tarziu mii de gaste cu gatul 105U sau cu cravats, cum l
se mai spune.

Dar spectacolul este impresionant mai ales de primavara pani
toamna. Cerul este brazdat de stoluri de rate si lsie, din stufarisuri vechi ies

g s v
gata iarin i, califari albi. Pe
5 in milastin isi cauta

hrans piciorongii i gratjoasele egrete - monumente ale naturi. La marginea

doar 5% reprezentand uscatul, constituit mai ales de Letea, 510 0rd, se 5p ] n zonele izolate
Caraorman, Stipoc, Saréturile si Campul Chiliel de mal I, iar pe prund arifa razatoare. Pe insule

ntre dunele grindului fluvio-maritim Letea, considerat de specialisti de plaur retrase, i iin ha
unul dintre cele mai interesante medii naturale din Romania, s-a dezvoltat prowtan la nivel global, cu efective in continué scadere Delta Dundrii
Padurea Letea (cu suprafata de 2 825 de hectare), care combind flora mai mare parte a
blcanic, medteranecand,stepic s subtropicald. Plante cataratoaré e pelican cret. Sp p | cei cregi cuiba
precum vita salbatics; h ] i mai mici, uneori chiar i inza [
ceamai andire din Europs, creeaza Lianele qura bmmm Stantu Gheorghe,Cea mai mare pasie din Rominia (cica

i arborilor seculari, sl 3 kil I p 312 3,6 metri

incolacite e crengile s










Treasuresiofithie Danube-Delta

European fimit, créate’a luxuriant landscape. The lianas

Over the coursedfaround ten milennia, the D: ' asformed
adelta where it empties into the sea that covers 5,800 square kilometres
(around 82%in Romania, the rest in Ukraine), a mosaic of branches,
channels, lakes, pools, islands, endless expanses of reed beds, and sub-
tropical forests.

The best preserved delta in Europe and one of the planet's areas of
greatest biodiversity, the Danube Delta is a UNESCO World Heritage site and
biosphere reserve.

Originally, what s now the delta was a huge guif on the Black Sea.

lluvial i helped by
eventually fragmented the gulf into coastal cordons.

Chilia, the northernmost branch of the Danube, 111 km in length, carries
sixty per cent of the river’s total volume and fifty-eight per cent of its
for more than one and a half centuries has formmed a secondary della near
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coiling around the knotty branches and trunks of the centuries-old trees, the
willows at the water's edge, with their beard-like bunches of adventive roots,
and the wild horses to be found here are emblematic of the Letea Forest.

In the Delta there is another subtropical forest: Caraorman, which has
sprung up in the middle of the sandbank of the same name, among dunes
that rise in places to nine metres in height. The forest consists mainly of
oaktrees, which here can reach thirty metres, and their foliage casts sucha
dense shadow that the locals name the place the Black Forest. The largest
oak tree in the Danube Delta has been identified here, a four-century-old
specimen four metres in girth. It s known as the Kneeling Oak, thanks to ts
branches, which stretch down to the ground.

The spectacle of nature extends to every corner of the Danube Delta. Its
position halfway between the North Pole and the [quator, a the juncture of
anumber of climatic zones, has encouraged extraordinary diversity of plant
Wfe (2,994 taxa). Reeds occupy around two hundred thousand hectares of

heir tall st d pointed leaves line the banks of the

canal in the second half of
Sulina carries around eighteen per cent of the total flow of the Danube and
‘empties into the sea by the town of the same name, which s thought to
have been founded in the sixth to seventh centuries B.C, although historical
evidence dates back only to the Byzantine period. By the end of the
nineteenth century, Sulina had become one of the most important Danube
ports, after pean Danube C biished here, which
guaranteed free circulation of shipping en route to the Black Sea. The old
commission building, three lighthouses, and a number of other buildings
stand witness to the town's glory days. The old cemetery in Sulina, where
people of more than twenty nationalities and six different religions are laid
torest, s a reminder of the ‘mosaic of races'(Jean Bart) to which the town
was once home.

Sfintu Gheorghe, the oldest and most southerly of the Danube’s three
branches, stretched for 108 kilometes before its meanders were lopped off
Now forty kilometres shorter it is used mainly for local rver traffc. At the
point where th lin sland,
an incipient delta, has formed to the right. On the other side of the branch,
on the seashore, there stretches a broad beach of fine sand, which, despiteits
popularity in recent years, has preserved its wild charm. On moonlit nights,
the glow worms that throng the shore at Sfintu Gheorghe offer a unique sight.

‘The Danube Delta s an area in continuous transformation. Its

lakes and canals, forming dense curtains, and their thizomes interweave
with the roots of other aquatic plants to form floating islets. These islets

are a precious natural habitat, the same as the sandy steppes, dunes, water
meadows with their willows and poplars, forests of peduncular oak and ash,
and the marshes at the fringes of the lakes, which are covered with thick
carpets of underwater and floating plants, such s frogbit, water fringe and
white and yellow water lies

One of the world's largest wetlands, the Danube Delta is a paradise.
for waterbirds. Lying on noless than five routes for birds migrating to and
from Europe, Asia and Africa, and enjoying climatic conditions favourable
tobiological diversity, the delta is home to around 365 bird species,
representing around eighty-one per cent of Romania's bird life and fifty
per cent of Europe’s bird species. Some migratory birds come here to nest,
some stop here to rest and regain their strength before continuing a journey
of thousands of kilometres, while others, such as the black-throated loon,
puffn, winter swan and numerous speciesofseagull spend the winter Inthe
pools of the delta. In | be
seen on the banks of the Razim lagoon complex.

But the spectacle i at its most impressive from spring to autumn. The
A e duecand ot e e Gizr
gagg\esuf kin the dense he

ools, rake shelterin burtows abandoned b fores Onthe

surface area is ) as water, z hitect,
lates sediment sand, ping the landscape.

Forty-five per cent of the deltafs surface area is permanently below water,
while halfis temporarily submerged, particularly in spring, and only half can
be said to be dry land, to be found mainly in the Letea, Caraorman, Stipoc,
and Sraturile sandbanks and the Chilia Plain.

Among the dunes of the Letea fluvial-maritime sandbank, regarded
by experts as one of Romania’s most nteresting naturl envnronmen!s,
the Letea Forest has developed (2,825 hectares), wh Balkan,

s irs
graceful egrets—a protened species—forage for food in the marshes. At
the edge of the reed beds, grey herons stand motionless, sometimes for up
toan hour, so it said, and the pied avocet and gul-billed tern withdraw to
the mostisolated sandbanks. On floating islets in areas inaccessible to man
and in thickets, the globally protected but endangered pelican makes its
nest.In summer, the Danube Delta is home to Europe’s largest population
of d Dalmatian pelicans. Unlike the common pelican, the

Mediterranean, steppe and subtropical florae. Climbing plants such as
wild vine, hops, and Periploca graeca, the liana which here reaches its

Dalimatian pelican nests in sinall yroups, somelimes even in isolated pairs,
usually on long narrow lakes near the mouth of the Sfintu Gheorghe branch.
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Romania§ largest bird, weighing aroundthirteen kilos, it has a Wingspan of.

3.6 metres. This globally endangered specieshas been declared anatural
monument. The sight of these magnificent birds gliding through the air or
forming living islands on the water is among the to be seen

The fish life o the Danube Daltais of great ecological, touristic, and
above all economicimportance, given.tfat fishing is the main traditional
occupation of the region, which is why it needs to be practised responsibly.
tourism, since this can lead to over-exploitation of

in the Danube Delta.

The most numerous colonies of waterbirds are to be found in the
Marchelu, Uzlina, Periteasca-Leahova area, an agglomeration of lakes that
are slowly becoming freshwater after being cut off from the sea, and on the
Lupilor and Chituc sandbanks, a mosaic of spits of land, dunes, and lakes
that separate the waters of Lake Sinoe. Similarly, in Sacalin-Zatoane, an area
in the south of the Delta, with young sandbanks that alternate with isolated,
shallow lakes, around one hundred bird species have been observed during
their spring-winter migration.

The diversity of the Danube Delta's biotopes also attracts songbirds
and birds of prey, which are drawn to wetlands and marshes, but do not
necessarily require large expanses of water. In spring, the white-tailed
eagle, having braved the winter, is joined by the marsh harrier and Danube
eagle, a species on the brink of extinction in Europe. Male chaffinches wait
for their mates to return from warmer climes, where they have wintered
with their chicks, and rollers and bee-eaters hurry to lay their eggs before
their departure to sub-Saharan Africa in August. The reed beds and water
‘meadows thrum to the sound of tits, sparrows and swallows, the long trills
of skylarks, and the rhythmic tapping of woodpeckers.

But the Danube Delta is home to more than just birdiife. In its reed beds
and groves have been identified forty-five species of mammal, including
the muskrat, a rodent that builds floating nests of reeds and bulrushes, the
nutria, the polecat, and the ermine, a carnivore with a valuable pelt, as well
as rabbits, deer, badgers, foxes, raccoon dogs, and jackals. The Delta is one
of the last refuges for the wildcat (Fefs silvestrs), the freshwater otter (Lutra
lutra), and the monk seal Where the
into the sea there can be found three species of dolphins, including i
endangered Delphinus delphinus.

The greater part of the Danube Delta’s fauna is made up of invertebrates
(3,713 species), however. Researchers have identified ten species of
amphibians, twelve species of reptiles, and 2,240 species of insect, thirty of
which can be found only in this geographic area: dragonflies, butterflies,
beetles, crickets, and large numbers of mosquitoes, an important link in the
food chain. The channels, pools and swamps of the delta are an empire of
mosquitoes from May to October.

But above al, the Delta is a paradise for fish, providing an excellent
habitat for the 133 species (around eighty per cent of Romania’s fish life),
including both freshwater (carp, catfish, bream, pike, zander, tench, Prussian
carp) and saltwater (turbot, sprat, anchovy). Where the Danube meets the
sea, banks of shellfish have formed, which provide food for the species of
sturgeon that live in the Black Sea but swim up the Danube to mate. A relic
of the old fauna of the Sarmatian sea, sturgeon is prize for its meat ahd
caviar, butis now on the verge of extinction, as are the sterlet and bastard
sturgeon, due to excessive fishing and fragmentation of their habitat.

Sturgeon fishing is banned. Other species can be fished, but only in
certain areas and times of the year, and under certain conditions.

natural resources, pollution, and the building of access routes that fragment.
habitats and alter both the landscape and biodiversity.

In order to preserve the deltas vegetation and provide a efuge for
animal species, certain areas, comprising nine per cent of the
territory, are strictly protected. In the Rosca, Buhaiova, Hrecisca area can be
found the largest floating beds of vegetation in the delta, and itis home
10 alarge pelican colony. Erenciuc is the only area of the delta where
black alder (Alnus glutinosa) grows, and the alder roves are home to the
majestic white-tailed eagle. Popina Island is home to numerous grasses.
endemic to the Dobrudja steppe and provides nesting conditions for
numerous birds, as well as being a habitat for the black widow spider
and Dobrudja bush cricket (1sophya dobrogensis). The Chituc and Lupilor
sandbanks are two places where the jackal can be found, and the highly
salty ((h\ovosu\phun() waters of the Murighiol lakes are pvopmous forthe

The lake,
Turkish for purp\e thanks to the wolet hues its shows at sunset, provides
shelter for seagulls, terns, stilts, plovers, and red-crested pochards. In winter,
the lake is slow to freeze over and provides a refuge for snow geese and
winter swans.

Archaeological discoveries reveal that the delta has been inhabited
since the Stone Age. Digs have brought to light vestiges of Gaeto-Dacian
settlement, overlaid in many places by signs of Greek and Roman civilisation.
“The ruins of the Argamur - Orgame fort on Cape Dolosman, dating to the
seventh century B.C, and Histria, founded by the Milesians in 657-6 B.C.,
demonstrate the strategic and economic importance of the region at the
mouths of the Danube.

In the Danube Delta live around twenty-seven thousand people in
thirty-two towns and villages, of which twenty-five lie within the nature
reserve. The delta’s population is a mixture of ethnic groups: Russians
(Lipovians), Ukrainians (Hahols), Bulgarians, Turks, Tartars, Greeks, Roma,
and Romanians from all the historical provinces. Although each group has its
own particularities, their cohabitation in the same habitat and access to the
same resources has given rise to a solid, unified culture, which completes
the picture of the Danube Delta reserve. The villages of Crisan, Letea,
and Mila 23, the third of which is accessible only by water, still preserve
numerous simple cottages thatched with reeds and painted white and
turquoise. Isolation has allowed the preservation of a number of local
festivals, traditions and rituals, which are emblematic of the local identity.

One of Romania's most priceless treasures, the Delta is an inexhaustible
world. The diversity of its habitats, no fewer than thirty in number, an
the forms of life to which it is home in a relatively small area make it a true
museum of biodiversity, an inestimable natural gene pool. Its landscapes,
now sandy, now marshy, now watery, teeming with life create a unique
mosaic, which reveals its vulnerable beauty only gradually, which discreetly
tells its own story and finds its way into the soul of the visitor, slipping within
as softly as an ancient boat along the channels of the Delta.
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